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Thank You  
 

The Redwood SWCD Board and Staff extend our sincere appreciation to the Redwood Board of 

Commissioners and our other conservation partners.  We would like to thank Redwood County 

Landowners/Operators for implementing Best Management Conservation Practices to help us work 

toward Redwood SWCD Water Quality goals.  
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2010 Redwood SWCD  

Board of Supervisors & County Commissioner  

Pictured from Left to Right: 

 

Ralph Heilingð3rd District, 
Mike Hewitt ð 5th District, 
Gary Dahms ð County      
  Commissioner,                
Tom Morley ð 1st District, 
Joe Plaetz ð 4th District and 
Don Steffen ð 2nd District. 

Monthly Meetings  

 

2nd Thursday of every month at 

8 am (except in December thru 

March when meetings were held 

at 9:30 am) in the meeting room 

at the Ag Service Center of   

Redwood Falls. 
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REDWOOD SOIL AND WAT ER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

òHelping bring YOU clean wateró 
 

 

1241 East Bridge Street  

Redwood Falls, MN 56283 

(507) 637-2427 Ext. 3 

Fax  (507) 637-6002  

Website:  www.redwoodswcd.org   

Email:  info@redwoodswcd.org   
 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Redwood Soil and Water Conservation District is to 

educate and assist the citizens of Redwood County to efficiently and  

economically manage the soil and water resources of the county, for   

present and future generations. 

 

  

Redwood SWCD & NRCS Staff 
 
Redwood SWCD Staff  
 

Marilyn Bernhardson 
   District Administrator 
Kari Clouse 
   Office Assistant 
Judy Schulte 
   District Technician 
Karen Wilhelmi 
   Education Coordinator 
 

NRCS Staff  
 

Brian Christiansen 
   District Conservationist 
Brian Pfarr  
   Soil Conservation Tech. 

Pictured above: 
 

Front RowðKari , Marilyn and Karen 
Back RowðJudy, Brian C., and Brian P. 
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Redwood Soil and Water Conservation 

District was established in January, 1953.  

The citizens of Redwood County were   

concerned about soil erosion by wind and 

water and its affect on water quality.  

The district was authorized to be            

established due to the state legislature 

passing the Minnesota Soil Conservation 

District Law in 1937.  The law enabled 

farmers within set boundaries to organize 

for conservation purposes and gave them 

the power to enter into legal agreements 

and provide financial aid to landowners.  

Other powers and duties granted to       

districts include:  

 

Legal subdivisions of the state which 

can exercise public powers.  

May carry out soil and water            

conservation measures on any land in 

the district with the consent of       

landowners.  

May cooperate or enter into agreements 

with any governmental agency or      

individual landowner for the purpose of 

carrying on a program of erosion      

prevention and control.   

 

This district is governed by five locally 

elected supervisors.  Each is elected from 

one of five nomination districts in the 

county.  The district board is charged with 

three basic roles:  To establish policy that 

guides district staff in the day -to-day     

operation of the district;  To provide    

guidance in the development of long and 

short range plans, and develop a yearly 

budget; and hire staff that will carry out 

the policy and plan for the district.  

Redwood SWCD received funding from 

Redwood County, the State of Minnesota, 

self-generated funds and sometimes 

through an agreement from the Federal 

Government.  

County FundsñRedwood SWCD receives 

an annual allocation from the County that 

enables the district to secure technical   

administrative and educational staff to  

implement conservation across the county.  

State FundsñEach district receives less 

than $20,000 administrative funds and 

pass-through grants for various programs 

that places conservation on the ground.  

Self-GeneratedñOur district has a tree 

planting and matting program that earns 

limited funds.  

Serving the Conservation Needs of Redwood County  
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State Cost Share Program 
 
The State Cost Share Program was the first program the legislators legislated for soil and water  
conservation districts to implement at the local level.  The program was created to help landowner/
operators implement conservation practices that protect and improve water quality by controlling soil 
erosion and reducing sediment and nutrient runoff. 
 
The program provides financial assistance up to 75% to install a best management practice such as: 
 

Water and sediment control basins 

Diversions 

Grassed Waterways 

Grade Stabilizations Structures 

Terraces 

Field Windbreaks 

Farmstead Shelterbelts 

Wastewater Runoff 

 
Since 1978, Redwood SWCD has helped landowners install 328 different practices totaling 
$436,172 dollars.  District has had continued success with the program and had been steadily      
receiving increases until 2010 when the legislature cut the state cost share program.  In 2010 we  
received $13,013 and were able to install a limited number of best management practices. 
 
The following are services the district can provide for any Best Management Practice installed: 

On site investigation and review with producer to select best solution 
Survey and design project 
Produce cost estimate and review with producer 
Provide information about cost share available 
Supervise construction 
Certify completed project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are two examples of water and sediment control basins we have installed in many locations 
across the county.   
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Clean Water Funding 
 
Funds to implement clean water projects have been utilized in Redwood County from several grant 
sources over the last couple of years.  These funds were secured to complete work in the Redwood 
and Cottonwood River Watersheds.  Accumulatively from the two different grants we have          
completed the following projects in Redwood County.  The grants are implemented to protect,       
enhance and restore water quality in Redwood County rivers and streams. 
 

 
2007 Clean Water Legacy Grant:  
 

      Tons Soil Saved        Lbs. of Phosphorus Reduced 

 
10.4 acres of Waterway    432     496 
 
2 Multi-Purpose Dams    783     901 
 
10 Water & Sediment Basins   167     170 
 
112 Alternative Intakes    112     168  
 
4,150 Feet of Terraces      70       70 
 
 
We enrolled 102 new acres into No-Till.  Therefore we reduced additional topsoil from leaving the 
land.   
 
We enrolled 500 acres into nutrient management plans.  These plans helped the producer manage 
the amount, placement and timing of nutrient application. 
 

 
2008 Clean Water Legacy Grant:  
 

      Tons Soil Saved        Lbs. of Phosphorus Reduced 
 
4.4 acres of Waterway      27       30 
 
5 Multi-Purpose Dams    559     733 
 
4 Water & Sediment Basins   104     116 
 
68 Alternative Intakes      68     102 
 
 
We enrolled 1,250 acres into nutrient management plans.  These plans helped the producer manage 
the amount, placement and timing of nutrient application.  
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT DOLLARS AT 
WORK IN REDWOOD COUNTY 

 

2010 Clean Water Fund 
 
These are the first funds to come from the 
Minnesota Constitution Dollars.  These 
funds will be used for the following     
practices in the Redwood Cottonwood 
River Watersheds: 
 

Alternative Intakes 
  

Grid Sampling/Precise Application of 
Nutrients 

  
Water and Sediment Control Basins 

  
Grassed Waterways 

 
 
 
 

RIM Riparian Bufferstrip Program 
 
The RIM Riparian Bufferstrip Program is another program that has been funded through the        
constitutional amendment dollars. 
 
This program secured a permanent easement on a bufferstrip along streams and ditches in        
Redwood County.  The minimum width is 50 feet and the maximum width is 100 feet.  What made 
this program so desirable; is you would get the state funds in addition to the federal CRP payments.   

 
Redwood SWCD was very successful      
securing applications for this program.  
There was a total of 6.5 million dollars for 
the whole state to enroll contracts. 
 
In Redwood County we secured: 
 

65 contracts 

457 acres 

$1,741,390 

 
The $1,741,390 is 26% of what the state had 
available. 
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Education/Outreach 
 

Ecology Bus 
 
Through Redwood Water Management Plan the Red-

wood SWCD has sponsored the Prairie Ecology Bus 

to come to Redwood County to educate students 

from different schools with hands-on environmental 

education.  The Ecology Bus is a state-of-the-art 

school, mobile scientific laboratory, and classroom 

designed to educate school children and adults about 

the environmental and natural sciences. 
 
 
 

Environmental Fair 
     

In 1992, the 14 Area V SWCDs organized the first             

Environmental Fair, a day of hands-on environmental    

learning in the outdoors.  Redwood SWCD was a part of that 

event, and each year since, with staff serving as organizers, 

presenters and workers. 
 

Each September, as many as 2,700 fifth and sixth grade  

students gather for an opportunity to learn about natural    

resources at the Environmental Fair, which has grown to a 

two-day event.  Popular large group presenters include the 

Minnesota Zoo, Science Museum of Minnesota, Prairie  

Ecology Bus Center and Remarkable Reptiles. 
 

Students from Redwood Valley Middle School, St. Johnôs Lutheran of Redwood Falls, St. Michaelós 

of Morgan, Cedar Mountain, Wabasso Public and St. Anneós, Westbrook/Walnut Grove, Red Rock 

Central and Milroy Public have attended past fairs.  All have been invited again this year.  The 2010 

event marked the 19th consecutive year of this program.  It was held at the Murray County           

Fairgrounds in Slayton. 
 

Farmfest 
 

 

Each year Redwood SWCD coordinates and works          

collectively with 21 other conservation districts to    

sponsor a booth at Farmfest, held on the Gilfillan Estate 

in Redwood County.    

 

The booth showcases conservation themes and various 

programs available for landowners.  The booth provides 

opportunities for many contacts with the public.  The 

districts will again have a booth at Farmfest 2010,      

August 3rd, 4th, & 5th. 


