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Overall Project Description (abstract)  

 

                           Prepared by Board of Water and Soil Resources  
                     Fiscal Year 2007-2009  Clean Water Legacy Project 

 

CWL Funding by  
Category  

Technical Assistance Funds  

SSTS Funds  $ 0  

Professional  
Development  

$ 0  

Hired  
Positions  

$ 0  

Total TA 
Funds  

$ 20,123.59 
 

Implementation Funds  

AgBMP 
Loans  

$ 0  

CWAG Funds  $ 0  

Leveraged 
Dollars  

$ 0  

Total Imp. 
Funding 

$144,876.41 
 

Total CWL  
Funding  

$ 165,000  

 

Project Title:  RCRCA JPB ðRedwood & Cottonwood Watershed  
Soil & Water Conservation Districts Working Together to  

Improve Water Quality  

 
The goal of this project was to implement best management 
practices according to the Lower MN River Dissolved Oxygen 
TMDL.  The implementation of groundwater infiltration and 
phosphorus reducing conservation practices helped our water-
shed partners work towards achieving the goals of this TMDL.     
 
Outcomes of this project will continue to achieve goals and Dis-
solved Oxygen objectives set in the Redwood and Cottonwood 
River approved Phase I Diagnostic/Implementation plans, the 
MN River Basin Plan and partner County Water Management 
Plans.  Listed activities will also help address local fecal and 
turbity TMDL impairments on both rivers.  
Primary focus was on the Redwood and Cottonwood River Wa-
tersheds.  In addition, first order minor tributaries, within the 
MN River corridor portion of Redwood and Brown Counties 
were also included. Prioritizations for the Redwood and Cotton-
wood River watersheds have been established through MPCA 
Clean Water Partnership Phase I Diagnostic Studies.   
 
 
 
 

BWSR Contact  
Matt Drewitz 
(507) 359-6076 
matt.drewitz@state.mn.us 

Water of Concern  
MN River 

Impairment  
Dissolved Oxygen 

PROJECT CONTACT 
Marilyn Bernhardson 
(507) 637-2427 Ext. 3 

SWCD 
 

Project Number: 

18136 
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Name of             
Conservation   

Practice(s) Installed  

Number or 
Linear Feet  

Installed  

Estimated       
Pollutant Load 

Reduction 
(include units)  

Total Cost  

Water & Sediment Basins 10 161 T/YR 37,304 

Terraces 3615  70 T/YR 25,372 

Waterways 5692  432 T/YR 39,086 

Multi-Purpose Dam Re-
pair 

2 963 T/YR 29,987 

    

    

Name of  
Plan(s)  
Written  

Number of 
Landowners 
Contacted  

Number of 
Plans  

Written  

Total 
Cost  

Types of  
Practices   
Identified  

Number of 
Practices  
Identified  

Number of 
Practices  

Implemented  

Nutrient  
Management 

17 6 $ 47,250    

    Water & Sedi-
ment Basin 

12 10ðOnly those 
in our plan 

    Waterway 11,412 ft 5692 ftðonly 
those in our plan 

    Terrace 4,150 ft 3,615 ftðonly 
those in our plan 

    Multi-Purpose 
Dam Repair 

0 2ðOnly those in 
our plan 

Contributing Partners: (List or copy from restoration implementation plan)  

Partner Description Project Contribution Leveraged Funds 

NRCS ð InKind ð 

RCRCA 319 Funds ð 1,184.88 

Area II ð Engineering ð 

    

Conservation Practices Implemented  

Conservation Planning Activities  
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Project Outcomes: detail specific project outcomes that work towards meeting Restoration (total 
maximum daily load studies) and Protection (local water plans) water quality goals  

For restoration project, please include overall Overall TMDL Point Source Reductions Needed (% & Pounds) 
Overall TMDL Non-Point Source Reductions Needed (% & Pounds) Estimated Total TMDL Non-Point Source Re-
duction  (% & Pounds)  from Project(s)     
 
All the restoration projects completed as part of this project are point-source.  We applied and received funds 
through the Lower Minnesota River Dissolved Oxygen TMDL.  We are not able to estimate reduction needed for 
the entire basin.  As part of RCRCAôs Study of the Redwood and Cottonwood it was determined the phosphorus 
loading was 250 tons (500,000 lbs) annually in the Cottonwood and 145 tons (290,000 lbs) annually in the Red-
wood.  
By the installation of these practices we reduced 849 lbs of phosphorus from entering the Cottonwood River and 22 
lbs of phosphorus from entering the Redwood River each year.  Therefore helping work towards reaching the over-
all goal of The Lower Minnesota River Dissolved Oxygen TMDL.   

Project Informational/Educational Activities  

If this project included an education component, please include brief education narrative here:   
 
N/A 

Type of   
Activity  

Newsletters, 
Brochures, 

Posters, Etc.  

Work with 
Kid Groups  

Tours, 
Demos,

Etc.  

Presentations 
Given  

 

Presentations 
by guest 
speakers  

Other  

Due to a backlog of requests within the 2 basins we did not do a lot of informational promotion.  However, 2 news 
releases were submitted and several different newsletters were distributed within the basins. 
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Project Photos, Additional Maps, or Conservation Practice 

Prouty Dam 

SWROC Terrace 


